4’s Sprout Academy Bi-Weekly Newsletter 10/10 
Dear Sprout Academy Families,

The last two weeks have been a lot of fun! Good news…the children are making new friends, learning to be gentle and beginning to speak out their feelings.  

Letter B–BUG hunt and books appeared to be a hit!  Our special Guest Jamie (Ronan’s mom) and their Madagascar Hissing Cockroaches really made us giggle.   Every week we feature a song of the week and this week: “Five little lady bugs sitting in a tree” was a favorite!  Sprout Garden Song is: “We’re off to see the garden, we’re off to we garden, hi ho the merry o, we’re off the see the garden. First, we pull the weeds…then we plant our seed… then we water our seed… then we pick our veggies, munch, munch, munch.” 

For our nature explorations, we now have our very own NATURE Baskets.  Big thanks to families for encouraging the RRRR: Rethink, Remake, Reuse and Recycle and bringing in milk jugs! Bi-weekly, we will be making re-usable crafts, so, keep it up please!  
Letter C, Song of the Week “Five little campers sitting around a tree….” Letter C was fun with caterpillar finger sculptures, rock-bug weights, sand names, and feeding the vermin-compost worm. Sprout Worm-Compost is really making an impression!  One of the beautiful things about children of ages 4-5 is that they know how to get down to earth and be real with what is tangible, tactile & ticklish.  Camping out is F U N. We made teepees, tents, starring night stars, and ate Smores! Every week we will be eating a special treat, so please let us know if your child has any food allergies.
My goal for our Sprout classes in the next 8 months is to bring nature’s REAL & TANGIBLE living things into Sprout lives because this is what is often very stimulating for this age group.  No doubt, nature opens all of us up to the realm of the magical by exciting the senses and drawing out the inner-creative-explorer.  Here are a few pictures highlighting the last weeks of our adventures… Enjoy!

Upcoming Sprout class plan for the next two weeks:  
Week 4 (10/10-10/13) Letter D  Dress up at Sprout!                                                            We are making masks, costumes and props for our Halloween celebrations.                               Monday and Tuesday Special Guest: Jen Seaman of the Watershed; Worm Composting                        NO class on Friday, October 14th.  KDO camps are offered, please inquirer at SWCC desk.                     October 15th  The Monster Mash at SWCC Halloween Monster Mash! Ages: 2& up                                                   the wind is howling & the moon is full: it’s time! Wear your costume to impress friends & scare goblins. Get into the spirit & dance with other ghastly ghouls, make creepy crafts, & play bewitching games that only come out once a year! 
· 359825 Sat 6pm-8pm Gym 10/15                                                                                                               Pre-registration: $8/child, $4/additional children,                                                                                        10/15 registration: $10/child, $5/additional children
Week 5: (10/17-10/21) E-Books and Eco-earth projects  
All 4’s Sprout Trip! Thursday, October 20th (1pm-3pm) Lee’s Farm, Pumpkin Patch

· Families will need to provide their own transportation to and from the farm.

· Chaperones are required. SWCC policy is; 1:3 ratio for off-site trips. So, we encourage parents who are unable to chaperone to consider asking another parent. Please inform me if you’ve made alternative arrangements prior to October 15th.

· See directions and info on Lee Farms: http://www.leefarmsoregon.com/
· Cost is $6 per person
Upcoming: FALL Season 
OUTDOOR HIKING GEAR is going to become more and more important as the seasons change.  Gear such as rain hats, coats with hoods, rain boots, good hiking shoes, and back packs that can hold a snack and coat will make the hike easier for the young ones. 
Flu Season is close at hand! Please see our SWCC sickness policy (attached).                     SWCC Days-off schedule follows Portland Public Schools “Days-off”.  See the attached document.                             Naturescaping Sprout Courtyard: We are making progress and you can help out too!
Woolly pocket donations are appreciated.  You can contribute online at:

https://cart.woollypocket.com/schools/donate.php?id=899
Feel free to contact me via email at teachercatherinet@gmail.com if you have any questions and or if you would like to meet up and chat. Thanks a bunch!

Sincerely,

Teacher Catherine [image: image1.jpg]
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