November 2011

Sprout Academy 3’s Newsletter

We have been working on the letters G and M for the past two weeks.  Thanks to Teagan we are on the Case of The Missing Muffin with magnifying glasses and all!  The science area has pumpkins to explore.  We opened up two pumpkins and have been working on sorting and washing all the pumpkin seeds.  We cut up a pumpkin, sprinkled some brown sugar and cinnamon on it and baked it and boy was it good!  Most of the children tasted the pumpkin.  There were mixed feelings about it, some loved it and had seconds and thirds, others weren’t so sure about the taste.  We made pumpkin muffins last week in preparations for our costume parade on Monday.   As a reminder, kids can come in costume or bring their costumes to change into before the parade at 11:30, whichever would be most comfortable for them.
What a great field trip to Lee farms.  It was nice seeing parents that we don’t see on a regular basis.  We couldn’t have asked for better weather!  It was however a reminder that the weather is getting cold.  We will try to go outside everyday so please dress your child appropriately.  It would be very helpful if you could write your child’s name in their coats, hats and mittens.    
For November we will be focusing on family, friends and what we are thankful for, as well as continuing to explore fall and all of its wonder.  Weather permitting I’m hoping to walk through the park in the next few weeks as the trees are so beautiful right now.  We will be working on the letters C and T.  To begin, we will be having a Can Food Drive.  All of the donations will be given to the neighborhood house.  Not only will we be giving to those in need but the Can Food Drive will also prove to be a great opportunity for our class to practice pre- math skills by counting, sorting and graphing.  Oliver really wants the class to count to 100 so that will be our goal!  We will count our cans daily as they come in.  There will be a basket by the sign in sheet if you choose to donate starting November 7th- 18th.  

There are lots of exciting activities for November.  For our cooking project this month we will be having a feast on November 18th.  We will be reading the story Stone Soup and then making our own vegetable soup. 
After reading the story Full Color, Katie has been asking to do color mixing which will now be in the science area.  The Dramatic play will change into a farmers market.   

Please remember to check the dry easer board for daily activities and information.

Fall Conferences will be taking place Thursday November 10th and Friday November 11th.  There will be two conferences during the year one in the fall and another in the spring.  The conference in the fall is optional but it is a great chance for me to check in with you and discuss any questions/concerns or goals that you might have for the year.  There will be a sign up sheet to choose the time that works best for you.  If those days or times are not convenient please let me know and we can arrange for another time.  November 10th and 11th we do not have school.  If it is difficult for you to find alternative care for your child during our conference we will have drop in child care available for you at no cost for the twenty minute conference time.  However, because it is drop in child care I can not predict availability.  In the case that child care is full I will have a few activities available for your child.  

I will attach a questionnaire for you to fill out and hand in before your conference time. It will also be available by the sign in sheet.   I have found that conferences are more useful for parents if I have an idea of what you would like to discuss before hand.  That way I can gather information that will be helpful to you before the conference time.  Please hand in the questionnaires by November 7th.  

Since I have not had the best of luck sending pictures with the newsletter I have decided to put all of the pictures that are taken during class time on a shared album through Kodak.  I’ll send that album separate.  Be sure to check it out, there are some cute pictures!

Dates to Remember:

October 31st- Costume Parade 11:30

November 7th- conference question due, bring in canned food
November 10th and 11th- conferences

November 10th and 11th- No School

November 21st- 25th- No School- Thanksgiving Break 
Thank You- Molly and Maureen  

