December Newsletter

Sprout Academy 3’s

Thank You everyone for donating cans.  In total we had 42 cans!  The kids had fun counting them and sorting them into groups of 10.  When we were done counting them they were delivered to the neighborhood house just in time for Thanksgiving. I hope everyone had a relaxing break and a wonderful Thanksgiving.  It was great to be back and see all the kids.  Everyone seemed excited to be back at school with their friends.    

 Before break we read the story stone soup and then made our own- minus the stones!   The kids worked really hard to cut the vegetables- broccoli, carrots, zucchini, celery and yellow squash.  The carrots and broccoli were tough but a few stuck with it and were able to cut them into small pieces for our soup.  Everyone tried the soup, some weren’t so sure but we definitely have a few vegetable lovers!

So far this year we have worked on the letters A, S, G, M, L, C and T.  For the next couple of weeks we will be reviewing these letters by playing games at circle time. We are working on what sounds these letters make. We have started putting the sounds together and seeing what words we can come up with.  We found MAT and CAT. Very exciting!  Next we will be talking about the letters F and R.  

During calendar time we have talked about the changing of a new month, December.  Everyone had something to say about December so we had an impromptu sharing time.  After everyone was finished talking about their own holiday experiences we discussed briefly that there are other holidays that people celebrate in the month of December, Christmas, Hanukkah and Kwanza.  We will be exploring these holidays a little farther through art and reading stories. 

The Science area will continue to have color mixing and water exploration.  Both seem to be very popular.  We have a new weaving loom that will be introduced next week and dramatic play will turn back into a house.  The kids have loved the new logs that were added to the play ground.  They enjoy walked on the different levels of stumps and have enjoyed using the log table as a drum.  It’s so exciting to see what they’ll come up with next.  For some the sand box is still their favorite and all the rain has made it great for building sand castles and mud pies. With weather permitting, we will continue to open up outside as part of free choice time.  
Inclement weather?  We follow Portland Public Schools.  If they are closed, we are closed.  If they have an hour or two hour delay we will be closed.  If this happens I will send out an email that morning alerting everyone. I don’t like to miss school but it’s always fun to play in the snow!
Scholastic orders for December should be coming out next week.  Look for a catalog by the sign- in sheet or you can go on line to Scholastic to purchase your books.  The books are great and the prices are unbeatable.  If you have trouble ordering online through a catalog, let me know.  Some of the catalogs were not open to parents but should be now. 

We have a two week Holiday break coming up.  If you are looking for ways to entertain the kids check out the SWCC Winter break camps in the winter catalog.  They are lots of fun!  

As you are recycling your containers it would helpful if you could bring in your lids/caps for a sorting project. Any color and or size would be greatly appreciated. 
Thanks, Molly and Maureen 
Dates to Remember-  

December 19- Jan. 3rd- No School- Winter break

We start back on Wednesday January 4th
Sharing for December-

December 7th- Something that starts with the letter F
December 14th- family tradition

January 3rd- free choice

